[image: image1.jpg]SUr





L-SURF

Design Study for a 
Large Scale Underground Research Facility on Safety and Security


WP 1 : Integration process

Questionnaire for 
the first expression of interest



[image: image2.png]



SIXTH FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME
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WP1 : L-Surf integration process


Questionnaire for the first Expression of interest
 and indications for applicants

1. L-Surf project and the future L-Surf Legal entity
What is L-Surf ?

L-Surf is a joint initiative by some of Europe's leading institutions on safety and security of underground spaces. In due time, L-Surf will bundle the strengths of the initiating partners, providing a full range of services, which, besides full scale research, development and testing includes training and education. Also L-Surf acts as integrating network for pan European activities on safety and security in underground spaces.  

What are the steps during the L-Surf project towards the creation of the L-Surf legal entity ?

The creation of the L-Surf legal entity will be the final step of the design study in March 2008. In Between the following work packages are planned during the L-Surf design study (2005-2008) : 

WP0 : Management

WP1 : Integration scenarios for the L-Surf legal entity within the European Research Area

WP2 : Identification of Research Needs

WP3 : Definition of the Lay-out of the future L-SURF facilities

WP4 : Definition of the future Equipment required

WP5 : Definition of the future Activities of the future L-Surf legal entity

WP6 : Elaboration of a Funding/Business Plan for the future legal entity

The Integration process is led by INERIS for the L-Surf consortium and is the object of the present document.

What is the integration process ?

Presently the consortium constituting L-Surf is already covering a significant part of the research and development capacities in Europe dedicated to the research for underground safety and security. Nevertheless for this large domain at this time such a dedicated world class European entity does not exist. The present L-Surf consortium has agreed to propose to the European Commission three possible scenarios in order to set up such a world class European entity. This ambitious objective can be reached through different options, for example, either by making more efficient the link between existing facilities in Europe or by creating a new dedicated entity. The integration process has to propose the best scenario. In any case the L-Surf consortium will invite third parties to increase and to strengthen the efficiency and the capacities of the L-Surf legal entity that will be set up at the end of the design study. Various forms of permanent or punctual involvement of third parties in L-Surf are possible, from a simple information or co-operation agreement to a true partnership.

Who can answer this questionnaire ?

Basically the first questionnaire (first expression of interest) can be filled by any organisation interested in the L-Surf initiative. The scope is voluntarily wide at the beginning of the design study and there could be various form of involvement with the future L-Surf legal entity. 

For example it could take the following forms:

· to be identified as an entity having a part of the knowledge on the safety and security in underground spaces,

· to be identified as an entity owning or operating an existing research large scale facility,

· to offer complementary services to the L-Surf capabilities, 

· to become a funding partner of the future legal entity...

(PLEASE RETURN THE FILLED QUESTIONNAIRE
 AS AN ATTACHED DOCUMENT TO 

info@l-surf.org)

Why expressing your interest for L-Surf ?

The future L-Surf entity will not only provide an underground facility for research but also will offer a coherent framework to develop a co-ordinated response to the needs of the safety and security industry. Doing so the integration of the European capabilities will result in a cost efficient offer at European level to solve emergent safety and security problems for the private and public clients.

There may be many different reasons to be interested in the L-Surf Project. The last questions of the questionnaire are devoted to better understand the expectations of third parties with regard to the L-Surf Entity.

2. Planned STEPS for the INTEGRATION PROCESS
First expression of interest
October 2005 - November 2006

Diffusion of a simple questionnaire dedicated to the

· Wide identification of entities interested in the future legal entity L-Surf on the basis of their knowledge and competencies, 

· Identification of existing experimental facilities for underground safety and security,

A full questionnaire is available on demand for interested institutions (optional and open up to the publication of the 2nd call criteria)

Second call
November 2006 to June 2007

Diffusion of a more complete strategic vision of L-Surf dedicated to the

· Refined identification and pre-selection of potential partners or associate bodies for the future legal entity L-Surf on the basis of their activities, legal status and business status, 

· Refined identification and pre-selection of existing and project facilities for underground safety and security,

Publication of integration criteria
June 2007

It is already stated that the L-Surf integration criteria will be defined in respect with the following points:

· Reach a good integration level between VSH – INERIS – SP – STUVA – TNO,

· Reach a good integration level in the European Research Area,

· Reach a good integration level with potential new partners or associate entities.

Also it is stated that the integration criteria will take into account the following parameters :

· Knowledge and skills,

· Technical capacities,

· Activities,

· Legal and Business model,

Recommendation to the European Commission
September 2007
for integration of the L-Surf legal entity 
within the European Research Area 


Official registration of the Legal Entity L-Surf
March 2008
 



3. Questionnaire for the First Expression of interest
(PLEASE RETURN THE FILLED QUESTIONNAIRE
 AS AN ATTACHED DOCUMENT TO 

info@l-surf.org)

What is this first questionnaire for ?

This is the first step of the integration process (see § 1 and 2). 

The questionnaire is devoted to carry out a wide identification of entities that may want to collaborate or event be part of the L-Surf legal entity. This first questionnaire is mainly related to a large scope of knowledge and capacities related to the safety and security in underground spaces. Each entity interested in the L-Surf initiative is asked to fill the questionnaire out in order to be identified, to participate to the integration process and to be included in the second call advertising campaign. 

Practical indications

You should normally take not more than 20-30 minutes to fill in the questionnaire. The questionnaire is composed with a list of case boxes to check and free cells for comments. The questionnaire is divided into 7 sections in order to collect information on the knowledge domain your entity is concerned with:

· Your Identity and Entity profile,

· Your ‘Underground’ activity domain,

· Your competencies in the underground sub-systems,

· Your hazards approach,

· Your competencies in Measuring and detecting techniques,

· Your competencies in computer modelling techniques,

· Your experimental facility (if applicable)

Please choose only the most significant answer for your entity (1 or 2 checked boxe(s)) in each section. The significance of an answer is directly linked to the number of employees involved in activities related to this answer.

Finally feel free to fill the “Other” and the “Your comments” fields in order to describe the types of activity that best correspond to your experience and the types of underground spaces you deal with.

Legal notice

By filling this questionnaire you give rights to the L-Surf consortium to use the information for the purpose of the L-Surf project. The information you will provide to the consortium will not be communicated nominatively to the public but can be used to diffuse the general statistics collected with the questionnaire.

You will be authorised to remove or to correct the information given to the consortium up to January 2006

Questionnaire
0. 
Your Identity and Entity profile

Organisation Name :




Address :




Country :




Telephone :




Your name or contact person :




Your function in the entity :




e-mail :




Total number of employees in the entity :




Number of employees involved in safety & security activities related to confined space


        

Organisation Status (please check)
Private
Public
Semi-Public
Non-profit Org
   Other






        

Activity Status (please check)
Research
Consultancy
Academic
Administration
   Other






        

Profile scope 


Engineering & design
Your comments


Regulation, policy



Standard, norms, guidelines



Operation and maintenance



Test and experiment site



Training



Public safety



Defence, intelligence 



Health & Environment



Audit and controls



Accident investigation







Other:


1. Fields of your ‘Underground’ activities

Which types of underground spaces you mostly deal with ?


Tunnels
Your comments


Underground spaces (parks, labs…)



Storage



Mines







Other:


Types of activities related to underground spaces you mostly perform 


Safety or Security design 
Your comments


Experiments and Testing



Building, construction



Operation



Maintenance







Other:


2. Your competencies in the underground sub-systems

Which are the safety or security sub-systems you mostly deal ?


Infrastructure 
Your comments


Equipment



Hazard sources



Users, workers



Management, Operation systems







Other:


3. Your hazards approach 

What types of hazardous phenomena, hazardous situations do you mostly consider ?


Fire 
Your comments


Explosion



Toxic



Ill willed acts, NRBC, terrorism



Structural damages



Natural Hazards (e.g. Flooding…)







Other:


Describe the type of scientific activity related with these phenomena you mostly carry out


Development of models
Your comments


Development of instrumentation



Risk assessment



Large scale or in-situ experiments



Lab scale experiments



Theory and methodology







Other:


4. Your competencies in Measuring and detecting techniques

If you have an activity in the field of instrumentation please indicate the activities you mostly carry out 


Developing sensors
Your comments


Physics innovations 



Signal treatment



Monitoring and controls



Real scale tests, in-situ experiment







Other:


In which of the following fields do you mostly apply the above activities ?


Fluids measurements
Your comments


Infrastructure monitoring



Traffic and positioning



Hazardous materials



Biometry



Environmental impacts







Other:


5. Your competencies in computer modelling techniques

If you have an activity in the field of computer modelling, please indicate the activities you mostly carry out 


Fluid mechanics, ventilation
Your comments


Combustion, explosion



Evacuation and Human Behaviour



Structure behaviour



Equipment response modelling



Computer aided process and decision tools







Other:


6. Your experimental facility (if applicable)

If you own or operate experimental facilities in the field of safety and security please indicate the most applicable characteristics


Real scale experiments
Your comments


Reduced scale experiments



Lab scale


If you own or operate experimental facilities in the field of safety and security please indicate the most applicable kind of test carried out


Research
Your comments


Design validation and testing



Certification



Training


Brief description of your facility and its activity.



7. Your expectations, your future involvement with L-Surf

How would you like to be involved with the future L-Surf Entity ?



(PLEASE RETURN THE FILLED QUESTIONNAIRE
 AS AN ATTACHED DOCUMENT TO 

info@l-surf.org)
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